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Dick Kruse (1941–2016)
Longtime Michigan music educator and Marshall Music employee Dick Kruse 
passed away on August 5, 2016. Dick's passion for inspiring a love of music 
performance in Michigan's youth was legendary. His impact on generations of 
Romulus families was evident at his memorial by the over�ow of generations 
of students he taught for 41 years. Marshall Music had the privilege to service 
Dick's Romulus music program, and grew to admire and respect his drive and 
passion. Upon his retirement from teaching, it was natural for him to join our staff, 
recruiting new music students with fellow retired educators. For the next 10 years, 
he traveled the state, helping build programs with the best instrumentation and 
greatest number of incoming students in school districts he served.

He is remembered for his gracious warm manner, and an unbridled zest for helping 
kids grow through music education. In our 50 year association with Dick, he was 
known to all as kind and quirky, passionate and personable, and most of all, a man 
who inspired a love for making music in all whom he touched.

From the Podium
Do you have news about your school music program you would like to share 
with the community? The Podium is the place for it! Perhaps there is a story from 
your experience you would like to share with others. Send your submission to 
schoolservice@marshallmusic.com. Thank you!

A Grand Occasion
On August 25th we celebrated the grand opening of our new store in Grandville, 
Michigan. Performances throughout the day by local musicians helped make the 
event an enormous success. Thank you once again to all the directors, students, 
and employees who helped make it a day to remember. We are so proud to be 
growing and thriving in west Michigan!
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Dick Kruse was a passionate music educator 
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Marshall Music family, who traveled the state as 
a recruiter for 10 years.

Marshall Music’s Grandville Grand Opening was celebrated with performances by the GVSU 
Marching Band, Strike Percussion Ensemble, Jazzed Out, and Caledonia String Ensemble.
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2016 NAMM

Washington, D.C.

MUSIC EDUCATION
ADVOCACY FLY-IN
by Pete Birchler, Director of School Service

In May of last school year, I had an amazing opportunity to advocate 
for music education in Washington D.C.; I wanted to share this 
experience, as well as some of the information I learned that will be 
important to your music program in the coming school year.

Early in 2016, my friend Mike Kamphuis (Director, Conn-Selmer 
Division of Education) asked me if I would participate in the NAMM 
Music Education Advocacy Fly-In. For several years, Michigan had 
not been represented at the Fly-In by a NAMM Member. I jumped at 
the chance, as did Jimmy Edwards (President, Marshall Music).

The Fly-In is organized by the NAMM Foundation, a philanthropic 
outreach of the National Association of Music Merchants. The 
mission of the NAMM Foundation is to advance active music making 
by supporting scienti�c research and public service programs. The 
2016 NAMM Fly-In was essentially a “Thank-You” tour, recognizing 
the work of legislators in passing the Every Student Succeeds Act 
(ESSA), which, for the �rst time, de�nes music as an integral part of 
a well-rounded education.

The �rst day of the event was a Day of Service. Our group, 
accompanied by New York Yankee-turned Latin GRAMMY-nominated 
guitarist Bernie Williams, donated musical instruments and 
accessories to D.C.’s Friendship Technology Preparatory Academy. 
We participated in ukulele, guitar, and drum circle workshops for 
the sixth grade students, and were treated to a performance by the 
Friendship Tech marching band.

That evening, we joined the NAMM Foundation in awarding the 
Support Music Champion award to Senator Lamar Alexander—who 
chaired the ESSA bill and shepherded it through Congress—for 
his life-long commitment to music education. It was absolutely 
fascinating to hear the Senator speak about the work that it took to 
create bipartisan support for the bill, and of his personal attachment 
and passion for music education.

The next day was spent completely on advocacy training. We 
discussed current issues facing public school music programs, and 
were thoroughly briefed on ESSA and the current political climate. 
After learning about and discussing the implications of the bill, we 
were trained on developing state-level advocacy efforts for music 

education in Michigan. At this point, Jimmy and I were well prepared 
for the meetings that we had spent the last few months lining up.

Our last day in Washington D.C. was spent in the Senate and House 
of�ce buildings on Capitol Hill. It is quite an experience to see 
government in action; these buildings are busy. Jimmy and I met with 
Michigan’s 8th District Representative, Mike Bishop, who represents 
mid-Michigan, where our headquarters is located. We discussed the 
importance of music education and the support necessary to provide 
every student the opportunity to learn music in school. We also met 
with legislative staff at the of�ces of Representatives Fred Upton and 
Justin Amash, and Senators Debbie Stabenow and Gary Peters.

Lastly, here is what we learned, and why it is important to you, 
speci�cally, as a music educator in Michigan. ESSA represents one of 
the largest power shifts from the federal government to state and local 
governments in decades. It de�nes music, in federal law, as part of a 
well-rounded education, and thus, federal funding is now available that 
can be speci�cally designated to support music education. However, it 
will be state and local governments that make these funding decisions; 
it will be important for your voice, as a music educator, to be heard.

ESSA takes effect in the 2017–18 school year, and conversations are 
currently taking place at the state level to discuss implementation of 
this bill. Jimmy and I, with the full weight of Marshall Music behind 
us, continue to advocate for music education in the rollout of ESSA. 
Several links from NAMM, AFTA, and NAFME follow so you can learn 
more about the Every Student Succeeds Act, as well as your support 
can ensure music education’s place in it. This is a great opportunity for 
music education in our state, and we have been proud to participate!

Related Links:

• http://www.michigan.gov/essa

• https://www.namm.org/essa

• http://www.nafme.org/take-action/grassroots-action-center/ 

• http://www.americansforthearts.org/by-program/reports-and-
data/legislation-policy/legislative-issue-center/arts-education-poli
cy-and-funding
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The Benefits of an Arts Education
Excerpted from “Preparing Students for the Next America,” 
published by the Arts Education Partnership

The arts prepare students for success in school.
Arts instruction and arts integrated instruction—lessons teaching 
skills and content of an art and non-art subject in tandem—engage 
students and increase learning and achievement. Arts education:

1. Boosts literacy and English Language Arts (ELA) skills. Arts 
education helps students become better readers and writers. 
Drama instruction, for example, increases reading readiness and 
word �uency in early grades and continues to improve reading 
comprehension and writing skills throughout middle and high 
school. When the arts are integrated with literacy instruction, 
all students bene�t, especially English Language Learners and 
students from low-income backgrounds.

2. Advances math achievement. Students who study the arts, 
especially music, outperform their non-arts peers on mathematics 
assessments. Arts integrated math instruction also facilitates 
mastery of computation and estimation skills, and challenging 
concepts like fractions.

3. Engages students in school and motivates them to learn. Arts 
education helps make learning matter to students by giving them 
a medium to connect new knowledge to personal experiences 
and express what they have learned to others. Students who are 
typically disengaged in school are more likely to participate in 
arts and arts integrated classes than in classes where the arts are 
absent, and students who receive arts integrated instruction have 
higher attendance than those who do not.

4. Develops critical thinking. In a world where students must 
frequently wade through a sea of information to determine 
which facts are trustworthy and relevant to a particular topic, 
critical thinking skills are key to college readiness and lifelong 
learning. Arts education develops students’ critical thinking 
skills—including skills for comparing, hypothesizing, critiquing, 
and exploring multiple and alternative viewpoints.

5. Improves school culture. Arts education helps foster a positive 
culture and climate in schools. When schools integrate the arts 
across the curriculum, disciplinary referrals decrease while 
effectiveness of instruction and teachers’ ability to meet the 
needs of all students increase. Arts integration also contributes 
to increasing teacher satisfaction and lowering teacher turnover 
rates, often challenges for low performing schools.

Issue 506 Update:
Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA)
Excerpted from the Conn-Selmer Education Division 
TouchPoint Newsletter

The Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) was signed into law 
December 10, 2015 and is currently set to take effect during the 
2017–18 school year. This legislation is the latest reiteration of the 
Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA) and replaces the 
No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB). This breakthrough law provides a 
gateway to increase access to the arts and speci�cally states that 
music be included as part of a "well-rounded education."

Back in December, the U.S. Department of Education issued a letter 
to every state and offered some basic guidance to help with the 
transition. During the upcoming 2016–17 school year each state 
will be expected to develop and submit plans according to the new 
guidelines and also have the opportunity to apply for competitive 
grant programs.

The Senate Appropriations Committee recently approved $300 
million dollars in federal grant money, but the House Appropriations 
Committee is currently seeking to approve $1 billion in funding. We 
will have to wait and see, but most likely a Conference Committee 
will be created to negotiate the difference and the �nal funding 
amount has not been determined.

As we continue to learn more about ESSA, we will reach out and 
keep you updated, but it is important to stay informed and contact 
your local state agencies with questions. In the meantime, seize 
this moment to remind your communities that music is part of a 

"well-rounded education" and together we will continue our journey 
to bring music to every child.
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Above: Jimmy Edwards, President of Marshall Music Co. (left); Mike Kamphuis, 
Managing Director of Conn-Selmer Division of Education (center); Pete Birchler, 
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Below: Pete Birchler and Jimmy Edwards participated in the NAMM Music 
Education Advocacy Fly-In which took place in Washington, D.C. in May of 2016.
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Welcome to the Workbench! We will be 
sharing tips and tales from the repair 
shop as part of our newsletter. Our �rst 
segment will focus on maintenance for 
your woodwinds, which have just been 
through a rough marching season. 
Remember, our repair shop is always 
here to help, so please feel free to 
contact us if you have any questions!

Regular measures can be taken to 
help reduce shop visits and prolong 
the life of a woodwind instrument 
after marching season. A light oiling of 
wood instrument bores and surfaces 

will help considerably to reduce cracking and improve appearance. 
Make sure cases are left open for several hours to allow instruments 
to dry after use in a wet or humid environment. This will keep pads, 
wood bodies, and cases from retaining moisture and discourage 
mold from growing. Do not leave Pad Savers or similar devices in 
a wet instrument with the case closed! Once they are wet, these 
devices must also be allowed to dry.

Marching season is a time of sodas and candy for many band 
students. The corrosive qualities of the acids and sugars contained 
within these foods can accelerate the breakdown of an instrument’s 
materials if not promptly removed. One simple way to remove 
moisture and residue from an instrument is to drag a clean soft 
cloth between the tone holes and pads while maintaining very light 
pressure on the pad cup. Pull the appropriate bore cleaning swab 
through every instrument frequently to remove residue.

We are thrilled to announce the addition of Mr. David Armbruster, 
our newest school service rep for the Allen Park store! Dave’s 
outstanding credentials, warm personality, and wealth of experience 
make him an invaluable asset to our directors, as well as our staff.

A native of White Lake, Michigan, Mr. Armbruster received his 
Bachelor of Music Education degree from Western Michigan 
University in 2000, followed by his Master of Music Education 
degree in 2005. Under his direction, the Plymouth-Canton Education 
Park band program grew from 180 members to over 400 members 
between 2009 and 2016.

Marching Bands under his direction have received many honors, 
including eleven appearances at the Michigan Competing Band 
Association State Marching Band Championships and three 
appearances in Ohio Mid States Band Championships, earning nine 
state championship titles between the two states. His groups have 
been consistent �nalists at Bands of America events, where they 
have earned numerous Class Championships, as well as National 
Finals appearances. The P-CEP Marching Band also marched in the 
2011 Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade and the 2016 Tournament of 
Roses Parade.

We are proud to have Dave wielding the Marshall Music minivan, and 
we extend our warmest welcome to him and his family, now a part 
of ours.

Do not forget to wash mouthpieces out and inspect them closely for 
damage to the reed table and tip; an otherwise perfectly functional 
instrument can be rendered unplayable if debris or damage to 
the mouthpiece is present. Also be sure to inspect the instrument 
body. Damage to a metal body is often cosmetic and requires no 
immediate attention. However, damage that does affect key and pad 
function should be repaired. The only time a woodwind body can be 
properly cleaned once it is dirty is during a full mechanical overhaul 
(repad), so it is best to keep the instrument as clean as possible.

If you are looking for an economical alternative to paying cash for 
surprise repairs or regular maintenance, then you may want to ask 
your Marshall Music representative about our school maintenance 
contract; parents who own their own instruments should consider 
our Maintenance Protection Agreement (MPA). Both cover all pads, 
corks, felts, adjustments, and damage repair necessary to keep 
your instruments in good working order. This coverage is available 
for all major brands of woodwind and brass instruments, so you 
can budget your repair and maintenance costs!

EMPLOYEE SPOTLIGHT: DAVID ARMBRUSTER

Accidentals in F-�at Major

by Chris Harris, Repair Operations Manager
ORKBENCH: WOODWINDSTHE

There is never a dull moment in the day-to-day operations of Marshall Music’s 
repair shops. Repair tickets like the one pictured above make our profession all 
the more entertaining!

Marshall Music is thrilled to welcome David Armbruster to our team!
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